The First announcement is made available in December 2001 and on the NP home pages at http://www.npolar.no. Deadline for short Abstract will be set to 20 May 2002. If you wish to receive the second announcement and more information about the conference, please send the following information to: anne.kibsgaard@npolar.no: Name (Family name, given names) Institution, Department, Address, Country, Telephone/Fax, Email-address, Title of planned Abstract, Form (Oral, Poster, Exhibition).
AMAP CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP:

"IMPACTS OF POPS AND MERCURY ON ARCTIC ENVIRONMENTS AND HUMANS"
is scheduled for 21-24 January 2002 at the Polar Environmental Centre, Tromsø, Norway, 21-24 January 2002 . The scope of the conference is to present and discuss the latest results regarding biological effects of POPs and mercury on Arctic wildlife and humans. Researchers and scientists involved in research relevant for this topic are invited to participate. At the end of the meeting (i.e. Thursday 24 January), a concluding workshop will be arranged to address important questions about future research and monitoring needs. The workshop will also assist AMAP to draft the 2002 assessment regarding biological effects. This assessment will be presented to the Ministerial meeting of the Arctic Council in Finland, September 2002.
Status of the New Arctic Marine
Laboratory in Ny-Ålesund, Svalbard (Marine Lab Project Group, Drafted by Haakon Hop, 3 December 2001) Plans are being developed for establishing a new arctic marine laboratory in Ny-Ålesund on Svalbard.
The technical plans for the marine lab have been drafted in an architect report (Sjøberg & Stenberg Architects AS). The total cost of the lab will be in the range of 20 mill NOK (2.5 mill ECU). However, securing full financing is still in progress. Building start will tentatively be in 2002, and completion of the lab will be in 2003. The laboratory will be built by Kings Bay AS and rented out to a consortium of rental shareholders and others when space allows. The participating institutions are currently represented by the Marine Lab Project Group:
Dr. Haakon Hop (Norwegian Polar Institute, Chair); Dr. Guido di Prisco (Italian National Research Council); Dr. Hajime Ito (National Polar Institute, Japan); Dr. Christian Wiencke (Alfred Wegener Institute, Germany); Simon N. Stephenson (Office of Polar Programs, National Science Foundation, USA); Dr. Ole Jørgen Lønne (University Courses on Svalbard).
Ny-Ålesund (78 o 55' N, 11 o 56' E), near Kongsfjorden on Svalbard has been developed as an international research platform. The biological research facilities consist of several laboratories within the field of terrestrial and marine biology. These facilities are now part of a Large Scale Facility (LSF), which was assigned to Ny-Ålesund by the EU Commission in 1995 (and continued to date). The proposed new marine lab will be a unique laboratory in the Arctic, since it will be: The Ny-Ålesund Large Scale Facility had its 10 th User Selection Panel Meeting during 5 -6 November 2001. Over 20 new research proposals were submitted to the call of which some obviously have been recruited among the other ENVINET member stations. 9 projects were selected and will receive support under the program for the year 2002 under this selection round. The projects will receive full reimbursement of their Travel and Subsistence costs for their field campaigns in Ny-Ålesund. We expect that another 4 -6 projects will receive support for 2002 under our next selection round (11 th ) with deadline 15 February 2002.
The following international research projects received support under the Ny-Ålesund Large Scale Facility program 10 th User Selection and will be hosted by the different research stations under the Ny-Ålesund LSF consortium in 2002:
1. Dr. Christian Haas, Alfred Wegener Institute: The surface energy budget and its impact on superimposed ice formation (SEBISUP). 
Russian and Chinese visits to Ny-Ålesund
The Russian consul, 2 scientists from the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute in St. Petersburg (AARI) and 4 other Russian scientists and some accompanying persons visited Ny-Ålesund during the 27 th of September. The Russian visit was organised on the background of the new Russian plans for increased research activities on Svalbard. The Kings Bay director gave the group a welcome presentation of the international research station of Ny-Ålesund as well as the services provided by the Kings Bay company. The group was then guided through the Sverdrup Station for the specific reason to discuss future collaboration plans.
From China a group of 17 scientists and journalists visited 25-29 October. According to Gao Dengyi, the team head and a scientist from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the expedition will lead to a three-year comprehensive scientific research project on the climate, environment, resources and life forms in the North Pole area and Svalbard will be used as a base for this work. The visitors were guided around in Ny-Ålesund and visited various stations.
Mercury campaign at Zeppelin
From mid-April to mid-May 2002 there will be arranged an international mercury campaign on Zeppelin with focus on mercury depletion events (MDE) during polar sunrise. The project is funded by the Ny-Ålesund Large Scale Facility (LSF) Program. The main tasks will be on intercomparison of methods (reactive gaseous mercury and particulate mercury), but process studies which will help us address questions concerning the MDE will also be included. 
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